The Life Lesson of Ahithophel

2 Sam 15:12, 31 And while Absalom was offering the sacrifices, he sent for  Ahithophel the Gilonite,  David's counselor, from his city Giloh. And the conspiracy grew strong, and the people with Absalom kept increasing. . . . 31 And it was told David, "Ahithophel is among the conspirators with Absalom." And David said, "O Lord, please turn the counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness." ESV

2 Sam 16:20-23 Then Absalom said to Ahithophel, "Give your counsel. What shall we do?" 21 Ahithophel said to Absalom, "Go in to  your father's concubines, whom he has left to keep the house, and all Israel will hear that you have made yourself a stench to your father, and  the hands of all who are with you will be strengthened." 22 So they pitched a tent for Absalom  on the roof. And Absalom went in to his father's concubines  in the sight of all Israel. 23 Now in those days the counsel that Ahithophel gave was as if one consulted the word of God; so was all the counsel of Ahithophel esteemed,  both by David and by Absalom. ESV

2 Sam 17:23 When Ahithophel saw that his counsel was not followed, he saddled his donkey and went off home to  his own city. He set his house in order and hanged himself, and he died and was buried in the tomb of his father. ESV

______________________________________________________________________

You know the main characters of the Bible – Abraham, Moses, Joseph, David, Solomon, Peter, and Paul – those lives which are recorded with such detail and clarity in the scriptures that we can draw multiple life lessons from their stories and, indeed, we often return time and time again to remind ourselves of such principles.  There is great value in reminding ourselves of the strengths and weaknesses of, say, a Simon Peter who moments of glory and also moments of failure are clear to see.  

And then there are what we would call minor characters in the Bible.  People of whom we meet and we are given a few verses in a few chapters, or perhaps they were affiliated with some of the major characters, so as the major story unfolds, we also are given a brief glimpse in another person's life and world along with it all.  Perhaps such people are not household names like the others but their stories were written by the same inspiration of the Holy Spirit that inspired the other and although minor in the sense that we only have a few things written about them, yet there is often enough to realize that the Spirit is trying to teach us something from their lives.  Their existence on earth is presented as a life lesson to all who would follow.  And sometimes those life lessons are inspiring and in other times they are tragic and a warning to us.  This message is one of the latter grouping.  I would like to extract from a few chapters and random verses in the scripture what is the life lesson of Ahithophel.  I believe that this man's life would speak to all of us tonight.

__________________________________________

Ahithophel:  what a name!  Probably not one that you have mentioned casually in conversation this week, right?  Perhaps there is someone here that just at the mention of his name knows who he was and his life story, but you would definitely be in the minority.  Most of you have never heard of this guy, am I right?  

Ahithophel had much going for him.  He was a very esteemed and rich man who served as a counselor to King David.  The king of Israel at the time was one of the most powerful men in the world and there were only a small handful of people who had a continual audience with the king throughout the day.  People would come and go and serve and see the king occasionally, but just two or three kings and trusted “friends” were allowed in the throne room all of the time and stayed by the king's side.  Ahithophel was in that group.  We are told in our text that:

2 Sam 16:23 Now in those days the counsel that Ahithophel gave was as if one consulted the word of God; so was all the counsel of Ahithophel esteemed,  both by David and by Absalom. ESV

That's pretty heady stuff!  This man with the funny name yet gave seriously good advice, so much that people like David and his son, Prince Absalom, considered almost as if they had consulted the Word of God.  Those are not cheap words and it denotes utmost respect.  I can think of a few men of God whom I might be tempted to say that about and yet all of them are wizened men who have proven through years and years of consistency that they walk with God.  This man, Ahithophel, had for many, many years provided accurate counsel and guidance on crucial subjects concerning Israel.  He was a far seeing man who was sharp and didn't miss much.  He possessed wisdom that was a Godly counsel and as such was a great asset and greatly revered by the king.  This long tenure for the kings of Israel had elevated him to great stature in all of Israel and along with it, great wealth and means.  Everywhere he went, he was given the respect reserved for only a select few.  It was good to be Ahithophel!

His family was greatly blessed also.  In 2 Samuel, we read the list of the thirty-seven mighty men of David's army.  These were the men who were the most loyal and the most talented warriors in all of the land.  They were the special forces op unit of yesteryear.  They enjoyed great prestige and compensation for their position and there were many others who wanted to be like them but couldn't make the cut.  Ahithophel's son had made the cut and we read among the list of names:

2 Sam 23:34b  Eliam the son of Ahithophel of Gilo, ESV 

Sounds like a model family doesn't it?  Ahithophel is the main counselor of the king and his son, Eliam, is one of the top fighting men in the greatest army on earth.  Not only that, but Eliam had a daughter whom Jewish tradition states was one of the most beautiful young ladies ever to walk the planet.  She caught the eye of one of the younger mighty men who served with her daddy and he eventually gave her to him in marriage.  This entire family was heroes of Israel!  What a beautiful story!  Oh, by the way, the beautiful girl – the granddaughter of Ahithophel?  Her name was Bathsheba and her husband's name was Uriah, and – well – some of you that know the Bible fairly decent are starting to realize  how all of the trouble started.  

For those of you who haven't put it together, it's a simple story but a sad one.  David, though king of Israel and worshiper extraordinaire, made a couple of horrible mistakes in his life.  We all make mistakes, but I mean mistakes that had far reaching effects.  One would be in his later years when he out of pride numbered Israel and caused a great plague to break out killing tens of thousands of Israelites.  The other – the most famous mistake – was adultery and then a murder to try to cover it up.

What happened was that David should have been out leading the troops and in the fields fighting for it was the time of year when kings go to war, but for whatever reason David decided to stay home and let his men handle it from a far.  And one day, while David lounged on the high rooftops of his palace, he caught sight of the beautiful Bathsheba bathing on the roof of her house.  And knowing that her husband was away with the mighty men and that he would be away for quite a while, he sent for her and, well, they completely obliterated one of the ten commandments, the seventh one, I think.  And then, when it turned out that the predictable outcome of such actions was actually a reality, and when David couldn't trick Uriah into coming home and covering his tracks, then he went ahead and set things in motion so that the sixth commandment of the ten was violated too; that's the one that says “thou shalt not murder.”  And, after a time of mourning the death of her husband and after everything had seemingly died down, David sent for Bathsheba and they married and she moved into the palace to be with the king and eventually had another son, the guy you know as Solomon.  So now the king is married to Ahithophel's beautiful granddaughter and having grandchildren for his beloved and trusted friend and counselor!

It wasn't all hunky dory, of course, because David paid for his sin – oh, how he paid!  The first child died and the prophet Nathan confronted him and he repented and time seemed to move onward.  We'll come back to how David paid for his sins in a moment, but let's focus on Ahithophel:  the months turned to years and the years turned to decades and all of this time the elder Ahithophel was by David's side, giving advice, eating at his table, and being the great counselor and confidant that he always was.  

Until the day that David's other rebellious son, the wild donkey of a man, Absalom, rebelled against his father and gathered rebellious tribes and men to himself and began a coup for the throne.  It got to the point where many in Israel followed this blowhard with the long hair and it got to the point where David left the palace and fled into the wilderness until what would happen would become obvious, leaving only a few of his minor wives – called concubines – behind.  God allowed this to happen because adultery sows violence into one's lives and David was paying for his sins through the lives of his children towards him – oh, how the ramifications of adultery go far beyond just the act and the season of sin!  The two armies, the official army of Israel that was loyal to David and the makeshift army of Absalom that was growing stronger by the minute, were destined to clash and the result would determine who sat upon the throne of God's people.  Oh, it was a tumultuous times and the verses that I skipped between our texts tell the stories of how some people chose during that crucial time.  Some chose wrongly and some did the right thing and stood by David, but what a heart-wrenching time to live in Israel!  And all of Israel was shocked – David included – when suddenly out of nowhere David's most loyal friend and trusted counselor, the aged and respected Ahithophel defected and joined the rebellious Absalom and began to help the rebels to defeat David!  This news is what caused David to flee the palace for it absolutely sent him reeling.  It was unthinkable and yet it happened.  And it wasn't a farce, but a reality:  Ahithophel was now aiding the enemy.  And Ahithophel had turned from his great and long-time friend in a most shocking way!

Though it caught David off guard, it is not hard to discern what it was that caused Ahithophel to act in such a way.  Though he had hidden it well for over fifteen years, yet Ahithophel was consumed with a root of bitterness that had slowly been winding its way around his heart and soul.  While smiling and nodding and giving great advice and hanging with the king, yet Ahithophel had a bitter wound that had never healed and an offense that grew each year as he secretly fed it; Ahithophel never forgave David for his behavior with his granddaughter and the murder of his son-in-law.  He played the part, but it never went away inside.  And when the opportunity presented itself to destroy David, Ahithophel jumped at it, even if it meant siding with the loser, Absalom.  

___________________________________

The life lesson of Ahithophel, then, unfortunately is that of a bitter heart filled with unforgiveness and plotting to get even for his hurts.  And yet all of this is in the Bible because it teaches us some very important things.  First we should note:

The life lesson of Ahithophel shows us that anyone can be infected with bitterness.

We have spent some time outlining all that Ahithophel had going for him and had we lived back then, you would have at first wanted to trade positions with this man.  He was rich, had a happy home, successful children, and beautiful and successful grandchildren.  Again, he was one of the few men who could just casually stroll into the king's throne room at whim.  Even the most successful and esteemed men can fall prey to the trap of unforgiveness.

Moreover, remember that Ahithophel was an extremely wise man.  His counsel was good and godly.  He was highly respected and honored as to giving advice to the head of Israel which was God's chosen people.  He knew the truths about Jehovah God and this was a man who was full of wisdom even before his great-grandson, Solomon, penned the book of Proverbs.  David taught Solomon much and it follows that David had learned much from Ahithophel, his closest friend and confidant.  It certainly wasn't from David's real father, Jesse, that he had learned such things from!  Ahithophel was brilliant, intelligent, smart, and wise and yet the root of bitterness utterly destroyed him:  that would mean that you and I are not exempt either!  

Furthermore, Ahithophel was an overcomer!  His name literally means “brother of fools or foolishness.”  That was his name given at birth and it tells us much about his home life that he was born into.  The term “fool” in the Bible doesn't mean dumb in a common sense sort of way, but rather being ignorant or rebellious to Biblical principles.  Ahithophel was born into people who had made unfortunate decisions and who had never been anybody and yet he had overcome the foolishness to truly become wise.  He had been born into a family that had always been shortsighted spiritually and in life and yet he had through the help of God overcome such things to become the most longsighted person in the land.  Gilo, his hometown, was in the middle of nowhere and was a nobody town.  And yet the town name means “he that overturns or overcomes!”  This was a man who had risen from nothing to become something great!

Isn't that in a nutshell what the kingdom of God is all about?  God loves to take people who are nobodies and nothings and overturn that verdict until they become great and people of great influence in His kingdom!  God's kingdom is a kingdom of overcomers!      When you follow God's word and God's will and godly wisdom, you overcome things and become something worthwhile and something to be admired!  Such was Ahithophel and yet all of this great story and great success and overturning within his life was in the end destroyed because a root of bitterness set in and bloomed.  Somebody needs to hear this:

Bitterness is Satan's greatest tool to overcome the overcomer!

Bitterness is Satan's greatest weapon to overcome the overcoming force of God in our lives.  God can have supernaturally saved you and filled you and forgave you and then for decades God can have healed you and formed you and reshaped you into a vessel of honor, and yet if at the end Satan can get you to get something in your craw and keep it there, then that root of bitterness can outperform, overturn, and overcome all of the good that God has done in your life!  Oh, beware the root of bitterness!  It can destroy much good that God has done!  Unforgiveness is Satan's ploy to overcome the overcomer!  

As such, then we must realize that none of us are immune to this horrible spiritual disease.  If Ahithophel could fall, then let he who stands take heed lest he fall.  Spiritual strength is not a factor if one allows him or her self to become infected with this horrible poison called bitterness.  It is a cancer that knows no boundaries or limits.  Truly all of us need to watch carefully lest such a root would spring up in our hearts, too!

The life lesson of Ahithophel then is very instructive because:

The life lesson of Ahithophel shows us how bitterness and unforgiveness manifests itself in a life.

That is, we can gaze upon the three chapters and handful of verses that describe Ahithophel's existence upon this earth and yet see exactly how the root of bitterness works in any life that it comes across and is allowed to get a foothold.  

First note, that:

For the root of bitterness to truly get a grip on a life, it takes long times of self denial that it is there.

People who are infected with cancer often go into denial that it is there.  My grandfather died of cancer that was treatable, but when the doctor told him that it was there, he refused to believe it and wouldn't go back to see the doctor or receive treatment.  Until it progressed to the point that it was obvious to all that it was there and then suddenly my grandfather wanted treatment but it was too late.

The same thing happens to people with bitterness and unforgiveness.  Ahithophel's mutiny absolutely stunned David and he had no forewarning that it was coming.  How do you think that Ahithophel had been able to act the part for so long, so well?  Most likely the answer was that Ahithophel was in denial that such feelings were there.  If you would have asked him – and it is possible that David did ask such a dear friend who now had become his kin because of his marriage to Bathsheba – “are you offended and hurt at me because of my great mistake?”  And Ahithophel would have smiled and said, “no, David, I've forgiven you – it's all good, see I'm still here.”  And when the pain would hit him deep, perhaps on the anniversary of Uriah's death or when they remembered the death of his first grandchild, he would walk outside, regain his composure and tell himself, “you're okay, you don't really feel this way.”  I can see Ahithophel smiling broadly as he sees his granddaughter in royal robes coming to tell the king something and his great -grandson running up and giving him a hug and yet as he closes his eyes, he sees Uriah and he has to look away from the throne.  And that night, while he is away from all other prying eyes, he relives those moments of when the servant had whispered to him what David had done and the first time that Bathsheba, eyes down cast, had walked into the palace for all to see.  He became the master of self-denial, and outwardly played the part but inwardly he relived it in his mind over and over and over.  One doesn't suddenly act on something fifteen years later without it having been fed and kept alive – Ahithophel had denied his problem for many a year all the while reliving it over and over and over again.

Now notice something else:

Roots of bitterness often spring from people holding onto what God has already forgiven in others' lives.

David had made a horrible mistake of epic proportions and there's no denying that fact!  And as a fixture and counselor beside the throne, Ahithophel probably witnessed the day that the prophet Nathan came in and confronted David.  Ahithophel probably realized before David did what was meant by the prophet's story of how a rich man with many sheep had taken the one lamb of the poor man and slaughtered for his own pleasure.  And when David had raised up from the throne and said, “Such a man should die,” Ahithophel had probably taken some perverse pleasure in seeing the man of God point his finger at the king and say, “you are the man, David.”  Ahithophel had seen the judgment of God kill the first child born to his granddaughter.  Ahithophel had seen the king truly repent and fast and mourn the death of the child and then rise from the ashes and go to the house of God and worship.  Ahithophel had seen firsthand what all that great sin had cost David.  And yet it wasn't enough.  In Ahithophel's mind, God hadn't done enough.  In Ahithophel's mind God had done wrong by leaving David on the throne.  Ahithophel felt like God should have asked his help and he could have fully righted the wrong.  David was still alive and David was still throne of Israel and that wasn't enough!  What God had forgiven, Ahithophel never would!

Such is always a telltale sign of bitterness starting to imbed itself in a life.  For the bitter soul, God's judgment is never enough especially if the guilty party repents and God forgives.  To the person with unforgiveness inside, God needs help with the judgment.  And how sad it is true that what God can and will often forgive in a moment's time, yet some people will hold onto and harbor for a lifetime!

Unlike Ahithophel, we very rarely see the whole picture of God's dealing with a person.  Unlike Ahithophel, God doesn't always allow us to see the rebuke, the correction and the repentance.  And unlike Ahithophel, sometimes it is not obvious to us that there has been judgment and retribution to the one who has committed great sin and along the way offended us.  But you need to remember something:  just as David suffered all of his life for his great sin, so does every man pay for their wrongdoings, especially in something so serious as murder and adultery.  And yet remember that the God we serve sees everythign, including the human heart and He is omniscient meaning that He knows all things.  And He is inherently a good God and every good thing comes from Him.  And yt also, He is the Judge of the earth and as God spoke to Abraham, “Will not the Judge of the Earth do right?”  God will often not do what you think He ought to do, but He always does what is right!  And He is a just God!  He forgave us of great offenses, has He not?  Who are we to question whether or not He can forgive someone of something?  We cannot even know what will happen in the next few minutes of our life and we need glasses to see even the outside of man, who are we to question the judgments of the God who sees all and who knows the future as if it were the present?  

But the root of bitterness always holds that God hasn't done enough and that God needs help.  Never forget that when you harbor unforgiveness and hold people to the fire of what they have done, even after God has dealt with them and beyond what God has done, that you are putting yourself in the stead of God and in the place of God and that is a dangerous place to be!  There is only one throne of the Universe and one throne in heaven and that throne of God is the only true judgment seat and there is only One who is worthy to sit upon it and only One who is worthy to cast the first stone.  And when the Almighty is dealing with a situation or has dealt with it, we'd be best to keep our opinions and feelings out of it!  There is a God and you and I are not it and God does not owe us answers as to why He forgave or why He didn't utterly destroy someone because we thought that they deserved it.  And He doesn't owe us a time log of what they reaped for their sin just as He doesn't owe them the whole story of His dealings with you.  And yet that is a hard lesson to learn when you are caught up in offense and are allowing that root of bitterness to spread its reach around your heart.  Now we have already noted that:  

Roots of bitterness can cause hatred and revenge to thrive secretly for a long time.

One decade gone and another heading to a close and now the hair remaining on Ahithophel's head is white as snow and yet here he is looking for an opportunity to give David what he thinks his due.  And suddenly, there was an opportunity!  It seemed as if fate had just worked right into his secret desires.  Here is Absalom rebelling and trying to take his father's throne and Israel is flocking to his side!  Remember that Ahithophel was no fool and was known for being able to accurately predict how something would come down.  He chose the side that looked the most favorable when he jumped ship; he licked a finger, tested the wind, talked with many people, reappraised the situation and then went for it!  He went because by all of human logic it looked like Absalom would win.

God always confronts simmering unforgiveness by allowing a situation to seemingly work out where it seems that revenge is the will of God. 

Revenge is never the will of God, but God will often make it appear that retribution just “work out” in the lives of those who harbor such things.  It is a test.  It is a great sign of forgiveness that when the tables are turned, to give mercy to those who had once hurt you  when they were with the upper hand.  Jesus comes to Peter and forgives him and restores  him after a profanity-laden, thrice uttered denial.  Jesus greets Judas Iscariot with “friend.”  Jesus leads Peter to the house of Cornelius and starts the Gentile revival by filling a Roman centurion – the same rank and type of officer that had crucified Him, remember? – with the Holy Spirit!  Jesus knocks Saul/Paul down on the road to Damascus only to give him instructions on how to get his sight back and calls him to do great things and become blessed in His kingdom!  Think of the scene prophesied by Zechariah when a nail-scarred Savior will return to the Jewish people who will “look upon Him who they pierced” and yet He will save them!  That is the sign of true forgiveness that against all odds, they turn to bless those who cursed them.  

But the true sign of unforgiveness is feeling that God has justified you so that you now are in a position to take out the judgment that God failed to do.  That's a test to see what is in you.  It's a test that God is trying to reveal to you what is in you.  God knows it is there, but He's trying to see if you see it is there and so the tables always turn.  Remember that.  The tables always turn where you need the person who once needed you and vice versa.  And remember that the one who gives out mercy is the one who will receive mercy in return.  And we all – if not now, then eventually – need mercy!  

Ahithophel went for it and he changed allegiances to Absalom and began to advise the rebellious son in ways that he knew would infuriate his father.  Ahithophel was a prince of a man who was now bedding down with the lowest of lows!  Oh, how bitterness causes us to make strange friends.  And really if you study it out, Absalom was bitter at David too.  It is true that birds of a feather flock together and so it is true that:

A trait of unforgiveness is that one feels most comfortable around those who also are bitter.  

Ahithophel was so unlike Absalom as far as testimony, age, and wisdom that it was like Mutt and Jeff together, but they both shared a common hatred and feelings against David and so their hatred united them.  Beware when most of your friends and the people whom you like most to be around are those who are bitter, offended, and “been done wrong” and who are consumed with it because that's usually a sign that bitterness has set root.  I want to be friends with the overcomers and the overcoming not the bitter people!

The life lessons of Ahithophel are telling are they not?  And yet from this story we must remember:

God is always on the side of the truly repentant.

God confronts sins and corrects sin, but when a person truly repents, then God is on their side.  And when a person harbors unforgiveness or bitterness towards a person that has gotten things right with God, then the bitter person sets themselves against God.  When David found out that Ahithophel was joining Absalom, he prayed, “God let Ahithophel's advice be as foolishness to him.”  Because he knew that if Ahithiphel's advice were followed that he would be destroyed.  And God answered David's prayer and not Ahithophel's – never forget that!  David had done the wrong deeds but David had gotten his attitude and heart right with God.  Ahithophel had done no such murder or adultery but his attitude and heart wasn't right with God and so he was destroyed.  We'd better remember that!  It's not your wrong doing or their wrong doing that so much as determines your life as much as it is your attitude towards your wrong doing or their wrong doing.  We must keep our attitude right or bitterness will destroy us because God is always on the side of the repentant and against the one who is bitter!

I must mention this quickly:

People with roots of bitterness always find themselves in an unfortunate ironic situation.

Ahithophel's advice to Absolam was for the son of David to take David's concubines, the minor wives, and set up a tent on the palace roof and sleep with them in full view of all of Israel, so that they would see that he cared less about what his father, David, thought.  Do you see the irony in this?  Not just for David reaping what he had sowed, but from the fact that adultery and rooftops is the advice that Ahithophel counseled somebody else.  Here is this old man urging a young man to do something which is exactly like what the young David did that caused this old man to despise him.  And yet now adultery is justified in the old man's mind because of the means. 

The irony of the matter is that the tables always turn and in a bitter soul's effort to get revenge, they often or delight or encourage others to do the very thing that they were supposedly offended over and against.  Two wrongs don't make a right, but rather two wrongs always produce more wrongs.  It is a trait of those with bitterness that they are blind to their bitterness and also blind to the irony of what comes about in their life.  A righteousness driven by bitterness is a false righteousness and the worse kind of self-righteousness because it can justify anything.  Those who are infected with bitterness over someone else's action often end up justifying the same type of sins in their own lives or in the lives of those whom become their closest friend.  It's like God is trying to get them to see, “you can see it in their life over there, but what about here in your best friend?”  What's the difference?  But bitterness knows nothing about consistency, it just feeds upon itself until the wisest man can justify anything!  And like Ahithophel, it leads to your personal agenda being more important than even the kingdom of God prospering.    Let the church split, let the family be ruined, let the work of God be divided, but you got your revenge!  Oh, that someone would recognize the great danger of letting roots of bitterness get hold!

________________________________________

God always makes sure that the schemes of those who are bent on revenge in His kingdom fall through.  The person who digs the pit for another, eventually falls in the pit themselves – did not Solomon's great-grandfather show forth that truth long before he ever penned that down?  It looked as if Absalom had all of the momentum but David was God's anointed even if he wasn't perfect and it is a hard lesson to learn that God sets up his men and God tears them down and when people try to do it, God is against such things!  Remember that if the man of God is wrong, God can and will correct him and He doesn't need your help!  As my mother used to say, you can be right, and yet if your attitude is wrong, then you're wrong!  These things are clearly set forth in scripture, but what a hard time some people have in learning the life lessons of Ahithophel!

The final point is one that you need never forget and that is:

A life lesson of Ahithophel is that bitterness only hangs ones self.

When God turned the situation around and Ahithophel realized that his bitterness had come to naught, he saddled his donkey, went and got his house in order and then hanged himself.  Ironically, he had been set out to destroy David, but he did not destroy David but only himself by his actions.  David, though imperfect as all human beings are, had truly repented and was restored to the throne of God and will rule Israel again one day forevermore!  And David's many times great grandson, Jesus Christ, is the King of the Universe who rules from heaven above!  And Ahithophel is … well, Ahithophel became a type or foreshadowing of Judas Iscariot.  David wrote about Ahithophel in one of his songs when he wrote:

Ps 55:12-14 For it is not an enemy who taunts me— then I could bear it; it is not an adversary who deals insolently with me— then I could hide from him. 13 But it is you, a man, my equal, my companion, my familiar friend. 14 We used to take sweet counsel together; within God's house we walked in  the throng. ESV  

This psalm became a Messianic song, foretelling how Jesus would be betrayed by someone who, as Ahithophel had done to David, would play the part of a close friend and yet go to the other side!  Ahithophel – like Judas – only destroyed himself by his bitterness and that is the unfortunate life lesson of his life:  harboring unforgiveness is like trying to drink poison hoping that it will kill someone else.  It doesn't work and it destroys you utterly!  Let us learn well the life lesson of Ahithophel!  Let us truly forgive and let us get out utterly the root of bitterness!  You want to be like David not Ahithophel!

